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TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 

Family & Community Support Services (FCSS) 
Tayles Board Room – Civic Cultural Center – 5018 Waghorn Street 

Thursday, April 11, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 
 

 

 

1.  WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  
1.1 Welcome to the Family & Community Support Services Board Meeting – April 11, 2024 
1.2 Call to Order  
1.3 Approval of Agenda  

2.  LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
2.1 Treaty Six Land Acknowledgement - Blackfalds Family & Community Support Services 

Board acknowledges that we are on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional meeting ground, 
gathering place, and travelling route to the Cree, Saulteaux (So-toe), Blackfoot, Métis, 
Dene (De-nay) and Nakota Sioux (Sue). We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries. 

3.  PRESENTATIONS  
None 

4.  BUSINESS  
4.1 Approval of Minutes from February 8 and March 14, 2024 
4.2 New Award – Volun-Told Award – Information Item 
4.3 2024 FCSS Grant Requests – Grant Funding Allocations  

4.3.1  Iron Ridge Elementary Campus Grant Application 
4.3.2  St. Gregory the Great Grant Application 
4.3.3        Beyond Food Community Hub Grant Application 
4.3.4 Big Brothers Big Sisters Grant Application 
4.3.5 Matrix Assessment Form 

4.4 FCSS Managers Report – Verbal Update 
4.5 Volunteer Programmer Report 
4.6 Community Engagement Programmer Report 
4.7 Youth Programmer Report 
4.8 FCSS Client Statistics 

5.   CONFIDENTIAL  
None  

6.  ADJOURNMENT 

Next Meeting Scheduled for:  May 9th, 2024 at 7:00 pm 



 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 
Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support Services Board 

Meeting held Virtually via Microsoft Teams 
Thursday, February 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Jim Sands   Town of Blackfalds Councillor 
Brenda Dennis  Town of Blackfalds Councillor 
Dena Thomas   Public at Large 
Glenda Brown   Public at Large, 
Jessalyn Parsons  Public at Large 
Annette Bugutsky  Public at Large 

 
ATTENDING 
 
 Rick Kreklewich  Town of Blackfalds Director of Community Services 
 Sue Penner   Town of Blackfalds FCSS Admin Asst 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING  
 
  
  
 
REGRETS 
 

Sheila Giffin   Public at Large 
Auralei Agrey   Public at Large 
Melissa MacLeod  Public at Large 
Cliff Soper   County of Lacombe Resident 

 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  

 
Chair Dena Thomas welcomed all attending and called the Blackfalds & District Family & 
Community Support Services Board Meeting to order at 6:55 pm. 

 
 Member Bugutsky moved that the Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support Services 

Board approve the agenda as presented.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

TREATY SIX LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
A Land Acknowledgement was read to recognize that the Town of Blackfalds is on Treaty Six 
territory. 

 
  PRESENTATIONS  

 N/A 
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 BUSINESS   

4.1 Big Brothers Big Sisters – Annual Report 
  Director Kreklewich mentioned a few highlights from the Annual Report they submitted. 

• There are 174 mentoring relationships in Blackfalds with 16 on a waiting list. 

• In 2023, mentoring programs in Blackfalds represented 42% of the overall BBBS 
mentoring programs. 

• Group mentoring programs saw an increase in the number of youths participating, 
with an additional 27 youth served compared to 2022. 

• The Kids & Kops Sumer Day Camp is a highly requested program and last summer 
24 youth participated. 

• In 2023 they witnessed a remarkable increase in the number of volunteer mentors 
completing training. 

 

4.2 Big Brothers Big Sisters Grant – Final Report 

• They provided financial information on how their $15,000 grant was distributed. 
 

4.3 Iron Ridge Elementary Campus Grant – Final Report 

• The $8,500 grant was used for Social Emotional Programming. This programming is 

proactive in developing working relationships with parents, students, and staff including 

counseling and consultation programming skills.  The program helps to develop skills that 

will enable students and families to overcome difficulties, cope with challenges and develop 

skills for long-term resilience which in turn benefits the community at large. 

4.4 Iron Ridge Junior Campus Grant – Final Report 

• They received $7,706.51 which was directed towards the School Social Worker Program 

Funding. 

• This allowed the school social worker to increase their FTE and be available fulltime within 

the school.  The school social worker is utilized by students, families, and teachers to help 

enhance the development of student’s educational, social, emotional, and behavioral 

experiences.  They are a referral source to a variety of community agencies and play a 

major role in advocating effectively in support of students and families. 

4.5 Volunteer Appreciation Events 

• Director Kreklewich presented the Volunteer Appreciation Event information. 

• The selection process will be carried out the same as in past years: 

o Carol Simpson Volunteer of the Year Award (Town Council) 

o Gloria House Mentor Award (FCSS Board) 

o Outstanding Group Awards (FCSS Board) 

o Dylan Stork Youth Ambassador Award (Town Council) 

o Leaders of Tomorrow Awards (The Mayor, FCSS Youth Programmer and a FCSS 

Board Representative) 
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• The Best of Blackfalds is scheduled to take place on the evening of April 18; awards 

presented will include: 

• Carol Simpson Volunteer of the Year Award, 

• Gloria House Mentor Award, and 

• Outstanding Group Award (adult category). 

• Awards presentation during National Youth Week: Our Oscar themed Youth Recognition 

Night is scheduled to take place May 2.  Awards presented will include: 

• Dylan Stork Youth Ambassador Award, 

• Leaders of Tomorrow (elementary, junior high and high school category), and 

• Outstanding Group Award (youth category). 

4.6  

  Minutes 
 

Approval of Minutes from January 11, 2024 
 

Councillor Dennis moved That the Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support 
Services Board recommends that Council adopt the minutes from January 11th, 2024.  
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

4.7  FCSS Managers Report – Presented by Director Kreklewich 
 

• Blackfalds Youth Crew’s numbers are increasing. 

• Home Alone Safety scheduled for January 17th was cancelled due to staff illness but 
make up classes were run on February 1st and 2nd.   

• Youth Cooking Class is an 8-week program that started on January 31st.  It is an 
Alberta Health Services program geared towards teaching youth about healthy 
eating, according to Canada’s Food Guide. 

• Mission Impossible is an obstacle course developed by the FCSS Youth 
Programmer to advance youth physical coordination and social skills and it had 15 
youth registered. 

• Christmas Bureau Program had 463 total users – 271 children, 127 women and 65 
men.  A total of 124 hampers were distributed to 103 families and 21 single or 
seniors’ hampers. 

• The Family Easter Event is on March 23 and the Blackfalds Community Centre from 
12 – 2 pm. 

• Blackfalds FCSS Facebook Page has 655 followers as of the end of January. 

• FCSS Manager position will be advertised this week. 

• Tim Moorhouse of Moorhouse and Associates should have a final report to us next 
week as it is still with their graphic designer. 
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Chair Thomas adjourned the the Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support 
Services Board Meeting at 7:24 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dena Thomas, Chair  
 
 
 

             Sue Penner, Admin Staff  
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MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Jim Sands   Town of Blackfalds Councillor 
Brenda Dennis  Town of Blackfalds Councillor 
Dena Thomas   Public at Large 
Sheila Giffin   Public at Large 
Auralei Agrey   Public at Large 
Melissa MacLeod  Public at Large 
Jessalyn Parsons  Public at Large 
Annette Bugutsky  Public at Large 

 
ATTENDING 
 
 Rick Kreklewich  Town of Blackfalds Director of Community Services 
 Sue Penner   Town of Blackfalds FCSS Admin Asst 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING  
 
 N/A  
 
REGRETS 
 

Glenda Brown   Public at Large 
Melissa MacLeod  Public at Large 
Cliff Soper   County of Lacombe Resident 

 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  

 
Chair Dena Thomas welcomed all attending and called the Blackfalds & District Family & 
Community Support Services Board Meeting to order at 6:59 pm. 

 
 Councillor Dennis moved that the Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support Services 

Board approve the agenda as presented.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

TREATY SIX LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
A Land Acknowledgement was read to recognize that the Town of Blackfalds is on Treaty Six 
territory. 

 
  PRESENTATIONS  

 N/A 
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 BUSINESS   

Minutes 
 
February 8th minutes will be presented at the April 11th Family & Community Support 
Services Board meeting along with the March minutes as they were missed in the agenda 
package. 
 
Leader of Tomorrow Awards Adjudicator 
 
The current process is that the Mayor, FCSS Youth Programmer and one FCSS Board 
Representative review and adjudicate the Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Awards categories. 
Chairperson Thomas moved that Member Agrey be appointed to the Youth Awards 
Adjudication committee. 
        CARRIED UNANMIOUSLY  

 

  FCSS Managers Update 

 Advertising for the new FCSS Manager closes on Friday, March 15, 2024, and many great 

applications have been received. The interview process will begin shortly. 

Staff continue working with Moorhouse Consulting to have a final document for the FCSS 

Board to review before it is sent to Town Council. 

Volunteer Programmer Report 

Drop-in 50+ Walking Club attendance continues to increase.  During the month of February 

67 people participated.  Participants distance is tracked, and the group walked 9744 laps in 

February which is a remarkable distance! 

It’s More Than Just a Movie (monthly event) – the February event showcased ‘Sweet Home 

Alabama’ and was attended by 24 participants. 

Volunteer Recognition Planning has started.  During National Volunteer Week April 16-22, 

2024 the Best of Blackfalds 18+ event takes place on April 18th and the Youth Recognition 

Night on May 2nd. 

Community Engagement Programmer Report 

The Community Volunteer Income Tax Program started on March 1st and has been 

extremely successful so far with approximately 40 tax related appointments made so far. 

The Free Family Easter Event will be held on March 23rd from noon to 2:00 pm at the 

Community Centre.  Confirmed partnerships with Kids Konnection, UBAKA, BBBS, FRN, 

and Bulldogs and in-kind donations secured from Boston Pizza, DQ and Mac Munchies.  

BBBS will run a BBQ on a donation basis. 

FCSS Facebook Page had 679 followers at the close of February. 
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Youth Programmer 

BYC continues to see an increase in participants.  Popular programs are Child Safe Canada 
Home Alone Safety, Youth cooking Club, Mission Impossible. The Youth Crew youth ran 
bingo for Winterfest which was over 150. 

 
 

 
Chair Thomas adjourned the the Blackfalds & District Family & Community Support 
Services Board Meeting at 7:33 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dena Thomas, Chair  
 
 
 

             Sue Penner, Admin Staff  
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MEETING DATE: April 11, 2024 

PREPARED BY: Rick Kreklewich, Director of Community Services  

PRESENTED BY:  

SUBJECT: NEW Volun-Told Award 

  
BACKGROUND  
 

Cara Kroetsch is our FCSS Volunteer Programmer and on August 15th, 2023, her husband 
Gary passed away quite unexpectedly.  Cara and Gary had a large friend group who like to 
refer to themselves as the “Framily”.  Last fall Manager Bornn was approached by a couple 
of Framily members who asked if they could establish a new award to be presented this 
year along with the other awards at Best of Blackfalds.  Their group is prepared to cover 
the cost to set up this award. 
 
The intent of this award is: 
 

Gary Kroetsch Volun-Told Award 
 
Honours an individual who selflessly answers the call to volunteer without seeking 
recognition or anything in return. This award is dedicated to someone who is consistently 
reliable and hardworking, even when asked to volunteer without the option of saying “no”. 
 
Gary assisted with many Town related events for years as well as a Snow Angel Program and often 
mentioned there should be a Volun-Told Award.  The Volun-Told Award will be presented to Gary’s 
sons Taylor and Trent on April 18th. At the Best of Blackfalds Volunteer Event. 
 
Criteria details will be worked on this summer for next years recipient.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
N/A 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
N/A  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
N/A 
 



MEMO TO:  FCSS BOARD 
 
FROM:   RICK KREKLEWICH 
  DIURECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
ISSUE:  2024 FCSS Grant Requests 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Annually the FCSS Board reviews grant applications from local organizations to support social 
preventative programming in Blackfalds.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The funding allocations that have been awarded through the past years include: 
 

Year Total Available Recipient  Amount allocated  % of total 
2015  $     10,000.00        

    Big Brothers Big Sisters   $             7,000.00  70% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $             3,000.00  30% 

2016  $     30,621.43        
    Big Brothers Big Sisters   $           12,500.00  41% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $             9,000.00  29% 
    Iron Ridge Intermediate  $                571.43  2% 
    Iron Ridge Junior  $             7,550.00  25% 
    Block Parents  $             1,000.00  3% 

2017  $     48,280.37        
    Big Brothers Big Sisters   $           17,000.00  35% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $           20,055.37  42% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $             1,700.00  4% 
    Iron Ridge Intermediate  $             9,525.00  20% 

2018  $     41,900.30        
    Big Brothers Big Sisters   $           21,500.00  51% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $           12,133.95  29% 
    Iron Ridge Intermediate  $             7,891.35  19% 
    Iron Ridge Junior  $                375.00  1% 
    St. Gregory the Great  $                699.00  2% 

2019  $     30,000.00        
    Big Brothers Big Sisters   $           16,000.00  53% 
    Iron Ridge Elementary  $           11,946.51  40% 
    Iron Ridge Intermediate  $             1,350.00  5% 
    St. Gregory the Great  $                703.49  2% 

2020 $33,000.00  
Bfds FCSS / Lacombe County FCSS 
Funding  

  Big Brothers Big Sisters  $ 5,000 15% 
  Iron Ridge Elementary $ 5,600 / $ 2,000 23% 
  Iron Ridge Intermediate $ 3,800 / $ 2,000 18% 



  Iron Ridge Junior $ 3,800 / $ 2,000 18% 
  St. Gregory the Great $ 6,800 / $ 2,000 27% 

2021 $23,500.00    
  ANAM $ 2,700.00 11% 
  Big Brothers Big Sisters $ 9,812.40 42% 
  Iron Ridge Elementary $ 6,505.00 28% 
  Iron Ridge Intermediate $ 4,482.00 19% 
2022 $23,500.00    
  Big Brothers Big Sisters $ 14,900.00 63% 
  St. Gregory the Great $2,000.00 9% 
  Iron Ridge Elementary $6,600 28% 
2023 $31,206.51    
  Big Brothers Big Sisters $15,000  
  Iron Ridge Elementary $8,500  
  Iron Ridge Junior $7,706.51  

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Requests Total Available Requestor Amount Requested  

2024 $23,775 Iron Ridge Elementary 
$8,750 

$34,000  
  Iron Ridge Intermediate $  

  Iron Ridge Junior $  

  St. Gregory the Great $3,500  
  Big Brothers Big Sisters $15,500  
  Beyond Food Comm Hub $27,711.25  

   $85,650  
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the FCSS Board recommend that Council allocate 2024 Grant Funding as 
determined.  
 

 
ALTERNATIVES 

A) That the FCSS Board refer this item back to Administration. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Iron Ridge Elementary Campus 2024 Grant Request 
St Gregory the Great Grant Request 
Beyond Food Grant Request 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Request 
Grant Funding Matrix 
 

















































































































 
Community Grant Project Funding Request Assessment 

 
 

 

1 
 

Part A – Community Group Information 
 

Question #’s Checklist Yes No Comments 
Part A 1 Organization Name:  

Part A 2-5 Org contact info    
Part A 8-10 Other financial assistance?    
Part A 11 List of Board members included?    
Part A 11 Organization bylaws included?    
Part A 12 Financials included?    

 Is the application signed?    
 Is this program primarily recreational in nature?   If yes, the application is ineligible 

 Does the program offer direct assistance, including 
money, food, clothing or shelter? 

  If yes, the application is ineligible 

 Is this program duplicating a current program?   If yes, the application is ineligible 
 

Part B – Purpose & Need 
 

Question #’s Checklist Yes No Comments 
Part B 1 Demonstration of Need: 

✓ Is there an identified service gap? 
✓ Does the organization strengthen & support social functioning in 

Blackfalds? 

   

Part B 1    

Part B 2 Organization: 
✓ Do you understand what the purpose of the organization is? 
✓ Do the goals and objectives align with FCSS mandated programming 

expectations? 
✓ Has other funding been explored? 

   

Part B 2    

Part B 2    
Part B 3a ✓ Which of the FCSS priorities are addressed?  

o Bullying/ Conflict Resolution 
o Child & Youth Safety 
o Mental Health Supports 
o Parenting 
o Relationship Support 
o Family & Domestic Violence Support 
o Substance Abuse 
o Intergenerational Programming 

   

Part B 3c Is the target audience identified?    
Part B 3b Which Strategic Direction is addressed? 

 Help people to develop independence, strengthen coping skills and become 
more resistant to crisis 

 Help people to develop an awareness of social needs 

 Help people to develop interpersonal and group skills which enhance 
constructive relationships among people 

 Help people and communities to assume responsibility for decisions and 
actions which affect them 

 Provide supports that help sustain people as active participants in the 
community. 

   

 

  



 
Community Grant Project Funding Request Assessment 

 
 

 

2 
 

The Project  
 

Question #’s Criteria       Comments Rating 
Part A 11 
Part B 3j 

Community Support 
Question #’s addressed:  
✓ Did the application include client testimonials? 
✓ Did the application include letters showing community support? 
✓ Has this organization been one of the active community support 

groups in the area? 

  

Part B 3b Outcomes 
✓ Greatest investment, greatest impact 
✓ Immediate, intermediate or long term benefits and outcomes? 
✓ Which age groups will be most benefitted and how? 
✓ Will it strengthen and support social functioning of Blackfalds 

residents? 

  

Part B  Partnerships 
✓ The organization is a valued partner of FCSS 
✓ The organization promotes FCSS as a funder 
✓ Collaboration with other community groups and non-profit 

organizations 
✓ Collective impact (community level, neighbourhood level, surrounding 

communities) 
✓ Have other funding options been explored/utilized (sponsorships, 

fundraising, grants) 
✓ Does the organization make use of volunteers? 

  

Part B 3g Performance Measurement 
✓ What does success look like? 
✓ How will it be measured? 
✓ Measurement of outcomes (not just outputs): Are the goals & 

objectives attainable? 
✓ What is the proposed timeline to achieve the goals? 
✓ Are the measurement tools feasible and realistic? 

  

Part B 3k Impact / Risk 
✓ What is the risk of impact on the community if we do not provide the 

funding? 
✓ What is the impact on FCSS is we do not provide the funding? 
✓ What is the risk of not providing the funding? (How vulnerable is the 

proposed program without FCSS funding?) 
✓ If FCSS cannot provide funding are there other potential funders in the 

area that we can refer them to? 

  
 

 
 

Criteria Yes No        Comments 
Budget: 

✓ Detailed budget specifies what the 
funding will be used for  

   

 
 
 
 
 
Grant funding requested?  __________________  Amount approved: _______________________ 



Volunteer Programmer: 
 

• Seniors Active Programming: 
o Drop-In 50+ Walking Club: FCSS staff facilitates the 50+ Walking Club on Tuesday and 

Thursdays at the Abbey Centre. During the month of March 67 people participated 
(including: 22% were Lacombe County residents), 8 dates offered, 241 track admissions 
were purchased = $482, and the Seniors Plus (75+) admission was utilized 39 times. 
Participants tracked their distance walked and as a group they walked 10272 laps in 
March. 

• It’s More Than Just a Movie (monthly event) – The March event showcasing ‘Moneyball’ 

was attended by 24 individuals.  

• Volunteer Recognition: Our outstanding community volunteers will be celebrated and honored 
in April through our volunteer awards presentation, FCSS Volunteer Newsletter and social 
media. 

o National Volunteer Week April 14-20, 2024 
o Invitations for volunteer recognition events have been sent to awards nominees, 

community groups, organizations, and Town of Blackfalds volunteers. Event information 
below: 

▪ Best of Blackfalds (April 18) 18+ event with the evening to include local 
businesses supplying a variety of appetizers, live music, beer tasting, cash bar 
and the presentation of the Carol Simpson Volunteer of the Year Award, Gloria 
House Mentor Award, and the Outstanding Group (adult) Award. RSVP by April 
8. 

▪ Youth Recognition Night (May 2) Red-carpet youth event to include appetizers, 
performances and the presentation of the Dylan Stork Youth Ambassador 
Award, Leaders of Tomorrow Awards, and the Outstanding Group (youth) 
Award. RSVP by April 22. 

o National Volunteer Week colouring contest. Win a $25 gift card, four age categories, 
drop off finished masterpieces to FCSS April 14-20. 

• Town of Blackfalds volunteers were utilized at the following programs and events: 
o Mar 23: Family Easter Event (15 volunteers, totaling 30 volunteer hours) 
o Snow Angel Program  

▪ 34 volunteers are supporting 23 locations 
▪ 5 locations on the waitlist 
▪ 6 volunteers are hoping to be paired with a resident close to their home 

ONGOING INITIATIVES: 
1. The monthly FCSS Volunteer Newsletter  

a. In March, the newsletter was emailed to 280 contacts with the ‘Open Rate’ of 54% 
2. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities:   

a. Blackfalds Health Professional Attraction & Retention Committee 
b. Clean Up Blackfalds – April 22-May 4 
c. Blackfalds Days – June 13-16 
d. Super Kids Triathlon – July 6  



 

 

 

403.600.9066 

jpocock@blackfalds.ca 

Jan Pocock, Community Engagement Programmer 

FCSS Board Update: March 2024 

Interagency 

• 12 attendees from 11 unique organizations. 

• Blackfalds FCSS, CARE for Newcomers, Youth Unlimited Blaclfads, Alberta Heath 

Service- Heath Promotions, Care Givers Connections, Blackfalds Public Library, St 

Gregory the Great Catholic School, Catholic Social Services, Red Deer 

Polytechnic, Career Assistance Network, Albert Health Services- Dietician. 

Community Volunteer Income Tax Program 

• Actively screening each client to ensure they meet the eligibility requirements. 

• Coordinating with admin assistant to book appointments for intake. 

• Coordinating tax volunteers with office space and approved tax intake 

envelopes. 

• Update the 2024 CVITP UFile program as needed. 

• Calling all completed tax returns to arrange pick-up. 

• 40 returns have been e-filed since March 4th, 2024 (24 returns at this time in 2023 

this is a significant increase! 

Family Easter Event: 

• 213 people in attendance  

• Coordinated with Kids Konnection, UBAKA, BB/BS, FRN, Bulldogs, and Blackfalds 

Public Library for station name, station set-up and activity expectations. 

• Donation secured from Blackfalds and District Agriculture Society. 

• All documents have been created for the event in partnership with Marketing/ 

Communication and FCSS Admin Support (canteen menu, outcome measure 

question, passport, thank you tent cards, colouring pages, door prizes markers) 

• Confirmed BBQ for the BB/BS canteen.  

• Collected all in-kind donations (root beer suckers- A&W, Cookies-Boston Pizza, 

Chips – MacMunchies, Slurpee coupons -7-11, Ice cream coupons- Dairy 

Queen). 

Blackfalds FCSS Facebook Page: 

• 695 followers at the close of March. 

Blackfalds Instagram Page: 

• 68 followers at the close of March. 

 



 

 

 

403.600.9066 

jpocock@blackfalds.ca 

Jan Pocock, Community Engagement Programmer 

Outer duties: 

• Tuesday 50+ Walking Club. 

• It’s More Than a Movie event.   

• Spring/Summer guide submissions & review. 

• Helped set up for the Women’s Day celebration on March 9th with the Soroptimist 

Club. 

• Completed application to be considered as the Cosmos (bottle depot) charity 

of the month for the Back to School Program.  

• Working with colleagues to manage the lack of an FCSS Manager. 

• Continue to connect with the Beyond Food Community Hub and support their 

endeavours. 

 



Youth Programmer: 

Blackfalds Youth Crew 

Offered Mondays from 3:45 - 5:45pm for youth grades 4 -6, Tuesdays from 5:00 - 7:00pm for 

youth grades 7 – 12, and now Thursdays from 1 – 2:30pm for homeschooled youth grades 4 - 9.  

• March 4 saw 17 youth in attendance, March 5 saw 10, and March 7 saw 10, 

• March 11 saw 15 youth in attendance, March 12 saw 13, and March 14 saw 9, 

• March 18 saw 17 youth in attendance, March 19 saw 12, and March 21 saw 9, 

• March 25 saw 13 youth in attendance, March 26 saw 11, and March 28 saw 12.  
 

Youth participated in a variety of scheduled activities, including a movie & popcorn, watercolor 

painting, cupcake decorating, and Easter egg hunt & crafts. Unscheduled activities, such as 

plasma cars and board games, are available to youth once the scheduled activity has been 

completed. 

Child Safe Canada Home Alone Safety was scheduled for March 15th. The class was full and 

continues to be offered on a nearly monthly basis throughout the school year for youth grades 4 

– 6. The next regular course is scheduled for April 26th. 

Youth Cooking Club is an Alberta Health Services program geared towards teaching youth 

about healthy eating, according to the Canada’s Food Guide. Youth learn how to cook/bake 

while staying safe in the kitchen. This 8-week program started January 31st , wrapping up March 

20th.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters Mentoring: FCSS Youth Programmer is mentoring a young student 

at one of the Blackfalds community schools. Mentoring takes place once a week for one hour. 

Mentee and youth programmer are engaged throughout the whole meet time and have 

developed a solid relationship. FCSS Youth Programmer has seen positive change in the 

mentee regarding school. 

Mission Impossible is an obstacle course developed by FCSS Youth Programmer to advance 

youth physical coordination and social skills. Obstacle courses will get progressively harder to 

allow for youth skill development. The program has 15 registered youth, with full attendance and 

engagement. Youth requests for program to come back. 

Young Artists is a workshop for youth who are interested in learning to express themselves 

through art. Full registration and participation of 12 youth. 

Skills To Survive is a program offered through Kerrywood Nature Centre. This program guides 

youth through nature, teaching them survival skills along the way. All 26 registered youth were 

bussed to the program and shared positive feedback. 

FCSS Youth Programmer initiatives during the month of March: 

Youth Resource Guide creation for the Youth Action Coalition 

Creating FCSS Summer Camp – connecting with local businesses 

Nominating & assessing youth for the volunteer awards 



Client Statistics for March 2024 

Referrals Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

             

FCSS  7  0 0         

FCSS Cara 3  13 13         

FCSS Jan 3  5 10         

FCSS Sierra 16  3 6         
Income Tax Return 
Inquiries 1  13 129         

Employment Support 1  2 1         

FCSS Event  Easter 4  10 10         

FCSS Subsidized Programs 0  0 2         

Tools for Schools 0  0 0         

Winter Wear 0  0 0         

Christmas Bureau 0  0 0         

Food Bank 4  6 7         

Low Income Inquiries 5  8 3         

Housing 0  7 3         

Fax 13  12 18         

Printing/Photocopying 13  18 11         
Seniors Assistance 
Programs 7  2 4         

Telephone 0  0 0         

BBBS 0  0 0         

BOLT 2  0 1         

Golden Circle 3  2 0         

General Inquiries 52  46 63         

Reaching Home             

Mental Health Therapist             

Affordability Grant Help                         

Number of Clients 134  147 281         
 

Job posting updated weekly.  Lunchbox emails sent weekly. 

Vibrant Living 50+ Monthly Newsletter for February - 206 sends with an open rate of 43% 

 


